ALICE. WAS BFGINNING to get very tired of sitting by her sister on the
bank, and of having nothing to do: once or twice she had peeped into
the book her sister was reading, but it had no pictures or conversations
in it, “and what is the use of a book,” thought Alice, “without pictures
oF conversations?” ' :
.50 she was considering, in her own mind (as well as she could, for th
hot day'made her feel very sleepy and stupid), whether the pleasure of
making a daisy-chain would be worth. the trouble of getting up and
picking the daisies, when suddenly a White Rabbit with pink eyes ran
close by her. ‘ . -
There was nothing'so very remarkable in that, nor did Alice think it so
very@‘nuch out of the way to hear the Rabbit say to itself “Oh dear! Oh
dearT] shall be too late!” (when she thought it over afterwards, it occurred
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to her that she ought.to have wonder:d at this, but at the time it"all

seemed quite natural); but, whex?)the Rabbit actually took a watch out of
its waistcoat-pocket, and looked at it, and then hurried on, Alice started
to her feet, for it Hashed across her mind that she had never before seen a
rabbit with either a waistcoat-pocket, or a watch to take out of it, and,
burning with curiosity, she ran across the field after it, and was just in
time to see it pop down a large rabbit-hole under the hedge.

In another moment down went Alice after it, never once considering
how in the world she was to get out again.
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"The Hatter opened his eyes very wide on hearing this; but all he said
was “Why is a raven like a writing-desk?”

“Come, we shall have some fun now!” thought Alice. “I'm glad they've
begun asking riddles—I believe I can guess that,” she added aloud.

“Do you mean that you think you can find out the answer to it?” said

the March Hare.

“Exactly so,” said Alice. )

“Then you should say what you mean, the March Hare went on.

“1 do,” Alice hastily replied; “at least—at least 1 mean what | say—
thats the same thing, you know.” . o

“Not the same thing a bit!” said the Hatter. W‘hy, you might ]tj!s':,t as
well say that ‘I see what [ eat’ is the same thing as ‘1 eat whet [ see’t

“You might just as well say,” added the March Hare, “that ‘I like what I

UL

get’ is the same thing as ' get what | like .

“Have you guessed the riddle yet?” the Hatter said, turning to Alice
again.

“No, I give it up,” Alice replied. “What’s the answer?”

“I haven't the slightest idea,” said the Hatter.

“Nor I,” said the March Hare. .

Alice sighed wearily. “I think you might do something better with the

time,” she said, “than wasting it in asking riddles that have no answers.”
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“Let the jury consider their verdict,” the King said, for about the twen-
tieth time that day.

“No, no!” said the Queen. “Sentence hrst—verdict afterwards.”
 “Stuff and nonsense!” said Alice loudly. “The idea of having the
. sentence first!”

“Hold your tongue!” said the Queen, turning purple.

- “Two'n’tt” said Alice.

= “Off with her head!” the Queen shouted at the top of her voice,
Nobody moved.

" “Who cares for you?” said Alice (she had grown to her full size by this

Hime}”You're nothing but a pack of cards!”
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