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Axss EpzEzs  Robert Dormer

If you don’t know Greta Thunberg by name, you’'ll probably
recognise her face. In 2018, she started boycotting school to
protest the Swedish government’s failure to take action on climate
change. It seems many others agreed, not just in Sweden, but
throughout the world; just this week, almost 2 million school
students have protested by walking out of school and onto the
streets to demand action. Greta was 15 when she took the
decision to protest by herself, she is now 16, and has just been
nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize.

Greta_Thunberg_4
By Anders Hellberg - Own work, CC BY-SA 4.0

| can’t have been the only
adult who felt impressed and
ashamed to see this young
person making a huge impact.
It seems to me that one of the

main reasons the School Strike
for Climate movement is so

FOR
2Kl IMATFT:

} powerful is because the voices
of young people are often clearer, simpler, more honest- and as
a result, more powerful. In the tradition handed down from the
great education reformer John Dewey (1859-1952), as teachers
we should always be careful not to under-estimate the capacity
of our students to understand, to create, and to act. | know that
over the last year, my own students have consistently surprised

me, sometimes with words, sometimes with their actions.

If, as | think she should, Greta wins the Nobel Peace Prize, she
will be of similar age to the 2014 Laureate Malala Yousafzai,
who bravely wrote a BBC blog, bringing life under the Taliban
occupation in her hometown of Swat to the world. She was 11
years old. In 2012, she was shot in the head, left for dead by

profile

a Taliban gunman as punishment for fighting for her own and
other young women'’s right to receive a basic education. She
has become, justifiably, an international hero, receiving too many
international honours and prizes to list here.

There are many, many other examples of young people doing
extraordinary things: the humbling, terrifying warning about the
depths of potential human darkness that emerge from the pages
of Anne Frank’s diary defy commentary of any substance; Louis
Braille’s driven ingenuity, creating a reading and writing system
that has helped countless blind and partially-sighted people; and,
to choose just one from a recent swathe of young people driving
innovation, Ann Makosinski’s battery-free flashlight, motivated by
her learning about students who could not finish their homework
without electricity, and provided as free, open-source design to

the developing world.

Malala_Yousafzai_2015

DFID - UK Department for International Development -
Malala Yousafzai: Education for girls, CC BY 2.0

Greta Thunberg’s grace and
maturity on-camera contrasts
starkly with certain high-powered
politicians, and perhaps more
widely with a growing culture of
narcissistic self-concern. She
understands that every young
person on these protests is as
important as the next, but she also

o A/ understand that the media needs
a single face, and she has taken that on her shoulders without
a trace of egotism. Climate change is just one of many serious
problems facing our world, but in the young people | see around
me, on-campus and beyond, | see a better future.

Robe“%i
i,;?‘fm N
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Joseph Heller /3 Simon & Schuster

This book is the origin of the English expression

m problem of being a human in this world. A modern
classic and worth reading.

Q\Q, [ Catch22 (% v F =22) ] \

‘Catch 22’, and is a perfect balance of humour,
drama, tragedy, and serious commentary on the m
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