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Should Virtual Reality be implemented at all English levels at
a Japanese University and does it live up to students expectations?

727

sEaEst Lolix David

Hi there, my name is Felix, it means “love” in Greek so you
can call me that too. I am one of the 4 “Kiso-eigo” teachers
at HJU but my mother says that I am more handsome than
the other 3. I’ ve been asked to talk a bit about myself and
then introduce my research project on Virtual Reality I am
currently working on. So here we go!

I was born on a bright sunny day in 1982, July 1st. It was
actually in the middle of the night since I am a rather
impatient person. Born and raised in a beautiful country
called Canada, over the years I have travelled or lived in
more than 20 countries. I am fluent in 4 languages and can
understand a few others. I love outdoor sports such as
trail-running and kayaking, I like Ronaldo, I don’ t mind
when people say I look like Messi, I don’ t like hot milk and
I hate waiting in line.

As my ex-girlfriend would say, enough about Felix. This
second part is introducing my research project on Virtual
Reality (or simply VR). This semester my students will put
on their head a VR headset and visit famous cities like
London but also to see the highest waterfall and the deepest
lake on Earth. The English words used from now on are
more difficult to understand but if you want to see VR with
your own eyes, simply come to my office and I’ d be happy to

show you the world...albeit a virtual one.

Attitudinal Response and
Productive Network Knowledge Assessment
of using Virtual Reality in a Second

Language Acquisition Environment.

In spite of the corona virus, in this research project I want to
take my students to Mars. We humans learn through
experiences and making use of technologies such as Virtual
Reality (VR) that allow students to experience situations
that are very close to reality is very promising. However,
unlike computers, VR technology does not present the
same level of integration in schools and English classes

38 2 B P
B3

71')7.X ﬁk’-yF.
Felix David
(A 325815 ]

Virtual Reality in Language Learning

[EX4RIE]
HEEELWomen & the World 1

[#R k]
Triathlon,
linguistics and smoothies...in that order.

in Japan are definitely lagging behind in the integration
of this technology.

This research will look into virtual reality and the
learning process in order to identify the important
characteristics of virtual reality technology and its effect
on the learning process of a second language. The results
should show that the characteristics of interaction and
immersion are the most important to consider in a virtual
reality technology and its implementation would support
the learning process. VR brings the world to students by
making learning more accessible anytime, anywhere. In
this era of the covid-19, it can give Hiroshima Jogakuin
University students the ability to travel the world (to
infinity and beyond) without ever leaving the safety and
comfort of their classroom.

Specifically, this research will assess the attitudinal
response of 137 students through an Attitude/Motivation
Test Battery (AMTB). AMTB is a research instrument
which has been developed to assess the major affective
components shown to be involved in second language
learning. This research will also assess both receptive and
productive vocabulary knowledge of the student, a
common popular multiple-choice method for the receptive
aspect and an adaptation of Birgit Henrikson’s point
system that is based on an overall word association score
to assess the productive aspect.
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My childhood friend recommended it to me when |
was 11 or 12 and I've been in love with the fantasy
genre ever since.
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